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Supporting Home Ixnpustry—anp Economy. 


The ways of the War Office with horses are 
wonderful and past finding out. When the war was 
in progress a ship was brought into Southampton 
Docks and detained there whilst 40 horses were 
loaded. The ship then came to London for 40 more 
horses, and a troop of men and horses which were dis- 
patched from Ireland by special trains and boats. 
Having loaded these she went to Queenstown and 
from there to South Africa. This is bad to beat asa 
sample of economic mavagement, but may perhaps be 
excused on the plea that “‘ the public-school boys who 
man our departments ’’ lost their heads in a moment 
of excitement. 

We are at peace now, but the horse still is a 
béte noir to the authorities. When the war suddenly 
ceased we had purchased horses in various parts of 
the world—horses now not wanted. The specimens 
of horse-flesh purchased in a hurry were not just the 
best sort of animal to make a profit on in this country. 
Nearly all are unbroken and by the time they are des- 
cribable as “‘ quiet to ride and drive” would cost a 
little more than they would fetch at auction. The 
first batch of these animals have arrived and have 
already established a reputation at or near Colchester, 
where they were at pasture, by stampeding. It is 
said 4000 of these Argentines and Canadians are to 
invade the home market. They cannot be used for 
Army purposes. They are worth less than their cost, 
freight, and keep. Is this economy? Is it fair to 
the home breeder ? 

Rumour also has it that some thousands of horses are 
to be brought back from South Africa. One wonders 
why? The freight cannot be less than £20 a head, and 
the “mounted infantry” cob is no use here save for 
butchers’ carts. These animals should be carefully 
watched if it be true that glanders is prevalent in the 
countries from which they are coming. Unless our in- 
formation is incorrect we stand a great risk of importing 
disease as well as useless horses. There may be some 
reasons for this risky business that we are unaware of, 
but the ordinary business man when he counts the cost 
of labour, food and freight must think economy would 
have been served by selling without reserve in the 
countries which held these horses on the termination of 
the war. 

MEETING oF CouNcIL. 
_ Our report shows a rather busy meeting, but its chief 
interest was the election of a President. The honour 
this year has fallen upon Principal W. Owen Williams, 
and we are assured his occupation of the chair will be 
satisfactory. Of course the Registration Committee was 
a cause of friction. The mild flippancy of some authori- 
ties and the unctuous rectitude of others makes quite a 
nice balance. The Council seems divided in opinion as 
to whether we made a profit last year of £46 or lost £200. 
Surely a simple sum in arithmetic which might be solved. 


THREE SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS. 
By J. L. W. 


Case 1.—A shorthorn cow suddenly developed an 
enormous swelling on the right side, extending from 
the region of the flank down under the abdomen. 

Cause.— Thrust from the horn of an ox. 

The swelling was tense and showed signs of con- 
siderable inflammatory action caused by the bruising 
and laceration of the abdominal wall. Ventral 
hernia was diagnosed, the contents of the hernial sac 
could not be returned, neither could the abdominal 
opening be felt. 

Treatment with the object of reducing the inflam- 
matory process was adopted, together with support to 
the swelling and a limited soft diet. 

A month after the accident the swelling was soft 
and extended further under the abdominal wall. De- 
cided to operate. 

Operation.—The cow was thrown and secured, 
then endeavours made to return the hernial contents 
without success, the exact position of the opening in 
the abdominal wall could not be ascertained, hut 
from the presence of a scratch on the skin to the 
right of the flank it was judged to be somewhere in 
that neighbourhood, so decided to open the sac near 
this quarter. After washing, shaving, and disinfect- 
ing the skin I made a horizontal incision of about 10 
inches. A large quantity of serous exudate escaped 
directly the skin was severed ; no adhesions had taken 
place. The opening through the abdominal wall I 
found about three inches above my incision through 
the skin. The rupture was quite six inches in 
length, and slit-like in shape. The contents of the 
hernial sac consisted of intestine and a portion of the 
uterus. These organscould not be returned without 
making the abdominal wound still larger, and even 
then considerable difficulty was experienced. I now 
proceeded to suture the wound with carbolised catgut ; 
this part of the operation presented great difficulty 
because the suturing had to be done with one hand, 
whilst the other was employed in retaining the vis- 
cera which exhibited a marvellous tendency to slip 
out again. Ultimately the omasum came into view 
and filled up the opening, thus rendering the work 
of suturing much easier. The continuous form of 
suture was employed. In consequence of the antago- 
nistic action of the abdominal muscles the rupture 
could not be completely closed, the edges would not 
come nearer than half-an-inch to each other, but I 
managed to fix it up so that the viscera could not re- 
turn to the sac, and truste’ to the inflammatory 
exudate filling up the cavity before the catgut gave 
way. The hernial sac was thoroughly syringed out 
with a solution of perchloride of mercury, and iodo- 
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form and starch dusted over the wound, the skin 
wound was then sutured and treated likewise. The 


cow was now allowed to get up—the operation had 


taken nearly two hours—she was placed in a clean 
stall, and fed on soft nourishing food, receiving noth- 
ing ofa bulky nature. In a few days the inflamma. 
tory exudate was enormous, filling the cavity which 
had previously held the viscera, in fact it looked as 
though the stitches in the abdominal wall had given 
way and the viscera had returned to the hernial sac, 
the owner believed such was the case. 

The stitches in the skin wound were removed on 
the 10th day after the operation, but two or three at 
the most dependent part had already sloughed 
through, leaving an open wound, which I think proved 
beneficial, as it allowed the serous exudate to escape. 
The wound was syringed out daily with a solution of 
pot. iodid., afterwards dusted with iodoform and 
starch. 

I last saw the cow a month after the operation, 
she was progressing famously, the swelling had com- 
pletely diseppeared, and the skin wound was nearly 
closed. 

Case 1I.—A two year old colt, subject to attacks of 
colic, had a large umbilical hernia, the sac measur- 
ing 22 inches in circumference at its base. The open- 
ing through the abdominal wall was about four inches 
long. 

Treatment.—Multiple ligation of the sac. After 
about a fortnight the sac was only connected to the 
skin of the abdomen by about two inches of its cen- 
tral portion, the result of the centre ligature not 
having been quite tight enough. This remaining 
adhesion was severed with the actual caxtery. The 
colt made an excellent recovery. 

Case II].—A foal with bowel fistula, discharging 
feecal matter behind the last rib on the near side, 
caused by a thrust from an ox’s horn. 

Operation.—1 made an opening through the skin 
and abdominal wall, a little above the orifice, about 
four inches long, broke down the bowel adhesion, and 
brought the ruptured loop of intestine through the 
opening, the rent in the intestine was about an inch 
and a half long, this | sutured and returned to the 
abdominal cavity, afterwards closing the external 
wound. 

The foal never lost his appetite, and made a com- 
plete recovery. 


(ESOUPHAGOTOMY AND CHOKING. 


The suggestion made by Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel J. A. 
Nunn in your last issue concerning the above seems 
feasible enough. There is no doubt that one of the 
important factors of success in this operation is the 
making of as small a hole as possible in the cesopha- 
gus to allow of removal of the foreign body. Another 
factor is to separate the cesophagus as little as_possi- 
ble from its surroundings. Even in my 10 short 

ears experience of the veterinary life cases of chok- 
ing both in cattle and horses seem to have grown 
by and beautifully less. 
n my pupilage days I remember seeing frequent 
cases of both hard and soft choking in i ig and 


horses but now I see hardly any. The neighbour- 
hood one is in and the richness or poorness of one’s 
clientéle will, however, doubtless affect the number of 
cases of choking. ; 

I have passed the probang many times in cattle 
with great benefit, and don’t remember a case where 
it was necessary to perform cesophagotomy in this 
animal, although of course if one got an old boot stuck 
in the gullet one might have to adopt quick and radi- 
cal measures. 

As regards roots I have hitherto found no diffi- 
culty in removing them. It is wise, however, to pass 
your probang gently and withdraw it and examine 
the end before using much force, as Tom, Dick, and 
Harry may have been there before you and caused in- 
calculable injury by their rough and ready methods 
and you may be made the scapegoat for their delin- 
quencies. 

In a recent case I had in a horse a thick trace had 
been used as a probang and passed down to the 
stomach, and the horse was very ill for a week but 
eventually completely recovered. 

In the horse the old, old precept is a good one and 
in nine cases out of ten will act without any active 
interference, viz., a bucketful of cold water before 
the horse for 24 hours and then linseed oil or a 
pound of lump sugar dissolved in hot water. 

Tracheotomy in the cow is not so easy as in the 
horse and judging from this cesophagotomy might be 
ns especially in milch cattle or fat 
stock. 

The dog and cat are the most frequently the sub- 
jects of cesophagotomy, and with care they make 
good subjects. Their chances of recovery are good, 
and Prof. Hobday’s advice to give a non-irritant anti- 
septic in milk or soup after operating is excellent. 

This can be done in dogs and cats but would not 
be easy in the horse or cow, and one would probably 
have to fall Sack on milk and eggs which would have 
to be long continued to be of value. 

The difficulty of diagnosing the foreign body, 
especially if it be very small like a fish bone, is greater 
to my mind than the operation itself. 

G. Mayatt. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Case or Poisonine sy Carsonate or Leap 1n Carte. 
—By M. Lebrun, veterinary surgeon, Percy, 
France. Communicated by M. Moussu, the Cen- 
tral Veterinary Medical Society, Paris. 


On Sunday, 13th April, I was called to attend three 
cows, the property of a farmer in the village of Ham- 
bey, said to be suffering from foot-and-mouth 
disease. 

On the previous Thursday these animals with five 
others had been turned into a field near the town. On 
the Thursday one was noticed to be ill and the owner 
administered a dose of a pound of sulphate of soda. 
The next day the animal was no better and three 
others were ill, and as they became worse during the 
day I was sent for. . 

I found all three animals in a shed in the farm 
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yard and having carefully examined them, and espec. 
ially the one first seized which was the worst, I was 
certain they had not foot-and-mouth disease, but 
that, from the symptoms manifested and their simul- 
taneous appearance in all three cows, they were 
poisoned, but by what I was una!ile to determine. 

The following sy.nptoms were present: Respira- 
tions quick, very short and painful, pulse very weak, 
quick, and nearly imperceptible. The face had a 
fixed look about it and the animal appeared insensible 
to surrounding objects. The eye was shining, pupil 
dilated, and the sclerotic very much injected. The 
conjunctive and buccal membrane were of a brick red 
colour, and the breath was foul. 

The animal was tympanitic on both flanks, the 
abdomen tender, and pressure on the spine gave rise 
to great pain accompanied by moaning; urine was 
passed frequently and in small quantities, appetite 
lost, and rumination and milk entirely suspended. 
There was violent colic, the patient constantly lying 
down for a short time when the pain obliged her to 
get up and change her position. 

The symptoms were the same in the other two 
cases but not so violent. At first glance they did not 
appear ill, but on closer examination respiration was 
seen to be short and accompanied from time to time 
with moaning ; pulse weak, injected membranes and 
fixed expressions. 

I informed the owner that the first case was hope- 
less. The other two J treated symptoms, viz., local 
application with friction of oil of turpentine; saline 
purgatives administered in coffee, tincture of aloes, 
digitalis and acetate of ammonia, milk and hay tea. 

The owner scouted the idea of malice, and he knew 
of no poisonous plant in the field, also the watering 
place was a swift running stream that was clear and 
pure. I directed the remaining cows to be removed, 
and suggested a careful search round all the hedges 
to be made. The result justified my expectation, one 
of the herdsmen bringing to me a piece of a heavy 
doughy substance from a large mass of the same 
material that he had found covered with clay on the 
bank dividing the field from the road and which was 
recognised as carbonate of lead and confirmed by 
subsequent analysis. The man said he had seen one 
of the cows licking it, but thinking it was only a 
small heap of earth he had taken no notice of it. 

I ordered a large quantity of white of eggs with 
sulphate of soda and gruel to clear the intestine, but 
considered the first case hopeless. 

On the Monday morning I received a message to 
say that this animal was dead, and on arriving at 
the farm a few hours later found another, the re- 
mainder being in a critical condition. 

_ On post-mortem examination a considerable quan- 
tity of carbonate of lead was found in the ingesta in 
small pieces the size of a bean, black outside, but 
when broken up showing a white metallic colour. 

In all places where these pieces came in contact 
with the mucous membrane it was black and came 
away with the slightest touch. It was also greatly 
congested, also the intestine, especially the colon and 
rectum, as well as the uterus. There was acute peri- 


Of the remaining cows one died the next day and 
another on the Wednesday shewing the same symp- 
toms and post-mortem appearances. 

The cask containing the carbonate of lead had been 
thrown away on to a rubbish heap and some children 
had scraped out the contents, rolling it into a ball 
for a plaything and finally throwing it over the bank, 
where the cows had found it. It weighed nearly 40 
lbs. 

The case being unusual induced me to publish it. 
—Bulletin de la Société Centrale de Médecine Vétéri- 
naire, June 12th, 1902. 

Josnua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lieut.-Col. 


Fistutous 


Crossbred roan gelding, 8 years, 1°60 h. Had 
been under treatment for a month without success. 

There was a swelling on the top of the withers 
abovethe fourth and fifth supraspinous processes of the 
vertebre with an ulcerated aperture of about 10 cm. 
diameter filled with fungoid granulations. There was 
a hollow extending towards the near side. The horse 
was thrown on the near side and the usual prepara- 
tion for an operation made. The swelling was opened 
till the lateral fascia was exposed, all diseased tissue 
removed en masse and the wound vigorously scraped. 
The drainage tube was inserted and sewn in with 
interrupted sutures of aseptic silk under a jet of 
warm sterilized water. When the animal was up the 
wound was well syringed out with sublimate solution 
and the sutures dusted with xeroform, this treatment 
being continued daily. The sutures were removed 
on the 25th day, and the tube on 27th, and the wound 
healed by rapid granulation, and on the 35th the 
animal was discharged cured.—La Clin. Vét. 


RETENTION OF THE FataL ENVELOPES 1N Mares.— 
By Zwicker or Pracuatirz, Veterinary Surgeon. 


Retention of the foetal envelopes in mares occurs 
very frequently after abortion as well as in all those 
cases where, on account of diverse pathological con- 
ditions of the uterus or envelopes, the union of the 
foetal placenta with the maternal placenta is here and 
there much faster than under normal circumstances 
and cannot be expelled by the contractions of the 
uterus. 

Those cases in which the primary cause of the re- 
tention of the envelopes is a weak contraction of the 
uterus occur very seldom in the mare. Since the 
non-expulsion of the after-birth in mares in recog- 
nised conditions always constitutes a very consider- 
able and dangerous eventuality, as septic matter can 
very easily be taken up from them after parturition, 
therefore treatment of this condition will in every 
case be of the greatest importance. From theoreti- 
cal standpoints all those precepts which advocate the 
early manual removal of the envelopes would appear 
to be correct because by this act the occurrence of 


dangerous putrefactive bacteria can be best and 


tonitis, with the formation of greyish yellow false surest avoided. From a practical point of view, how- 


membranes, but the other viscera were unaltered. | ever, these precepts have not an equal value ; on the 
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contrary an early manual removal of the afterbirth 
“ought to be decidedly vetoed. The regular and com- 


plete loosening of the envelopes above half way of 
their internal union occurs almost never ; regularly 
small injuries occur which can be accompanied by 
the most evil results. Already during long and 
troublesome efforts infections notwithstanding the 
most rigid antisepsis are almost unavoidable, The 
cases in which by early manual removal of the after- 
birth recovery is brought avout are extraordinarily 
uncommon and really form the exception, and on the 
contrary by medical treatment the expulsion of the 


afterbirth is almost always accomplished more quickly |. 


and regularly. At most, copious irrigations of the 
uterus with a weak lysol solution every three hours 
and internal administration of summit. sabine for 
the promotion of after pains are to be recommended. 
It is quite certain that where this method of treat- 
ment does not suffice to effect removal of the mem- 
branes, and where also slight traction on the 
envelopes does not bring about the desired result, 
manual removal remains the most dangerous and un- 
certain method of combating the danger. In such 
severe cases it is always expedient to continue the 
irrigations, and I have had repeated cases of this des- 
c*iption where by this treatment the after birth came 
away on the third or fourth day without the general 
health of the mare suffering in the slightest degree. 
A slight traction on the envelopes inside the vagina 
is advisable and frequently it occurs (especially on 
the second day) that by this procedure the portion 
lying in the uterus follows without any resistance. 
It is of special importance that the portion of the 
envelopes outside the vagina should be rinsed with 
the lysol solution, and the neighbourhood of the 
vagina and thighs thoroughly cleansed. 

Where opportunity occurs it is as well to com- 
mence the injections as soon as possible, and at any 
rate within three hours after parturition ; frequently 
the veterinary surgeon does this 12 hours after or 
even later when putrefactive bacteria have already 
commenced their work. 

Prognosis is always the more favourable the earlier 
the treatment can be commenced. Especially does 
this affect the different evil results from retained 
placentw. One of the most dangerous sequele is 
metritis which is noticed very frequently. 

In very many cases metritis is coincident with a 
tardy expulsion of the envelopes on which account I 
have come to the conclusion that a great number of 
cases of metritis are a direct result of a tardy coming 
away of the afterbirth, and of the retention and ab- 
sorption of septic matter from the birth tract. As a 
preventive measure against metritis from tardy ex- 
pulsion of the afterbirth, as well as a thorough disin- 
fection a general blood letting is advisable, especially 
in well nourished strong animals. In all cases of re- 
tained afterbirth anamnesis is of the chief impor- 
tance in judging of the disease. Those cases which 
follow a difficult parturition are self evidently the 
most dangerous, especially if hemorrhages have 
occurred ; in these cases manual removal is invariably 
followed by death, whilst there is still some hope of 
recovery if medical treatment alone is adopted. 

For the rest the general health will be improved, 


and in many cases of retention of the placente wholly 
restored by this treatment where an operative inter- 
ference will bring on the most severe results, and this 
consideration is for the practical veterinary surgeon 
of the most vital importance.—Berliner Thierarzt. 


Woch. 
G. M. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council was held on Thursday the 
3rd inst., for the purpose of electing a President, six vice- 
presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and Registrar, Mr. 
Alexander Lawson, the retiring President, occupying the 
chair. The following members signed the attendance 
book : Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Byrne, Carter, 
Dewar, Dollar, Fraser, Hartley, Locke, Mel McCall, 
M’Fadyean, McKinna, Mason, Mettam, Mulvey, Penber- 
thy, Shave, Shipley, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wartnaby, 
W. O. Williams ; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. A. W. 
Hill (Secretary). 

A letter was received from Mr. A. C. Cope regretting 
his inability to be present. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Triccer: I have very great pleasure in proposing 
the name of a gentleman who, [ believe, will be accept- 
able to the Council generally—I allude to Professor 
Owen Williams. (Cheers). I believe that the respected 
memory of Professor Williams’ father will ensure the son 
a cordial reception. I think it is also time that the 
Presidency went back to Scotland. Professor Williams 
by his own merits has claims to this position which we 
must heartily recognise. It is not necessary for me to 
occupy the time of the Council by mentiuning them, but 
I am sure if you see your way to electing him as Presi- 
dent of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons he will 
do his utmost for the profession and fill the position 
with credit to himself and to the College. 

Mr. Hartiey: I have much pleasure in seconding 
that nomination. 

The motion was unanimously carried with acclam- 
ation. 

Mr. Alexander Lawson then vacated the chair, which 
was taken by Professor W. O. Williams amidst ap- 
plause. 

The Prestpent : Gentlemen, I beg to thank you most 
heartily for the great honour you have done me in put- 
ting me, a comparatively young man, in the chair. I 
am quite certain that as those of you who were on the 
Council at that time supported my father in the chair, 
22 years ago, you will support me in my endeavours to 
promote the welfare of this profession. It is rather a 
curious coincidence that I happen to be the son of a 
President and succeed the son of a President. It is also 
a great pleasure to me that the Ex-President and my- 
self were pupils of a president and ex-president. I feel 
it a very great honour to be elected, and I thank you 
most sincerely. 

Mr. MuLvey, in moving a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the retiring President, Mr. Lawson, said: He has 
fulfilled the duties of bis office to the satification of every 
member of this Council, and we thank him sincerely for 
the work he has done. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Locke: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
proposition. We all know how ably and well Mr. Law- 
son has presided over this Council during the last year, 
to the great satisfaction of all his colleagues. I am sure 
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he feels that he has the good will and good feeling of 
every member of the Council. (Cheers.) | 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Lawson : [ am very much obliged to Mr. Mulvey 
for his kind remarks, and I can assure you that I have 
done my very best to support the dignity of the chair. 
(Hear, hear.) The last thing I did this morning was 
this. I thought it my duty to go to Buckingham Palace 
and to write my name and address in the Visitors Book 
of the King, and I was very pleased to hear he was so 
much better. I thank you for the kind courtesy you 
have shown me, and I[ thank the officials as well and I 
hope the same courtesy will be extended to our new 
President. (Cheers). 


ELEcTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Vice-Presidents .— Messrs. Lawson, Simpson, Abson, 
Shave, Barrett, and McCall. 


ELEcTION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. Mutvey: Our Treasurer has done so well for us 
in the past that [ have great pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. Wragg be re-appointed. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 


ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 


Mr. Stmpson:: I beg to propose that Mr. A. W. Hill 
be re-appointed Registrar and Secretary. I need not say 
anything about his fitness for the office because all mem- 
bers of Council have come in contact with him, some 
more than others, and we are in a position to judge as 
to his fitness. 


Mr. Lawson : I have very great pleasure in seconding 
that. I have had some experience of Mr. Hill during my 
past year of office and I think we could not have a more 
satisfactory secretary. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. W. Hill): I am very much 
obliged to you, gentlemen, for the honour of my re-elec- 
tion,-and I can assure you that I shall always do my 
best to carry out the duties of my office. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF CoUNCIL. 


The same members were present with the addition of 
Col. Lambert, Cul. Duck, and Mr. Bower. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The SEcRETARY read the Obituary list. 

Mr. TricGer : The list is a long and sad one, but 
there is one name, that of a gentleman who had only 
recently severed his connection with this Corporate body. 
I allude with very great regret to the death of Prof. 
Edgar, of Dartford. He sat on this Council first as 
vice-president and afterwards as member of Council for 
several years, and [ am sure he won the affectionate re- 
gard of every member of the Council. He wasa brilliant 
man, a gentleman, and one who was always found vot- 
ing in the interests of the profession. I am sure we have 
lost him with every feeling of regret and we have the 
deepest sympathy with his family in the loss they have 
sustained. I move, therefore, that the sympathy of this 
Council be extended to Prof. Edgar’s family, and that 
the Secretary be instructed to write to Mrs. Edgar com- 
municating to her the sympathy which we feel with her 
in her bereavement. 

Prof. PeNBERTHY : I should like to have the sad privi- 
lege of seconding the proposition. I had the good for- 
tune to be a fellow student with the late Prof. Edgar 
and [ have been very intimately associated with him ina 
personal sense since that time. I have had the advan- 
tage of his acquaintance at this Council since his elec- 
tion, and I am quite sure it is desirable that we should 


express to Mrs. Edgar the feelings of this Council to- 
wards her husband. His career, as you know, was not 
only of a brilliant character from a professional point of 
view, but the whole of his life formed a lesson which we 
are bound to admire and which must have raised the 
profession in the eyes of the world. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Mason : I think this is a most fitting moment to 
erect in this building some memorial to veterinary sur- 
geons who have died in South Africa. I think some 
notice should be taken of the manner in which our pro- 
fession has come to the front and assisted the Army 
Veterinary Department. I do not think it is necessary 
to refer to the patriotic spirit of many of our colleagues 
who fell in doing their duty, but I think it would be a 
graceful act to erect some simple memorial in this 
building. 

Mr. Byrne: I have very great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition, and I do so with special feeling as the 
aera of many of those who fell in doing their 

uty. 

Mr. Triccer: The resolution as it stands compels 
this Council to take the matter in hand, but I surmise 
that Mr. Mason proposes to give the profession an oppor- 
tunity of subscribing ? 

Mr. Mason: In my humble opinion the cost would 
not be great and it might come out of the funds of the 
College. It is simply a brass plate with the names of a 
few men upon it. A committee could formulate the 
scheme. 

Mr. TricGeR: We might take this as informal until we 
get the report from the committee. 

The resclution was carried, and a sub-committee con- 
sisting of the President, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Byrne, and 
Mr. Mason were appointed tu consider the form which 
the memorial should take and report to the Council.*~} 

Mr. Byrne: If I might make a suggestion the com- 
mittee should take notice not only of those who have 
died, but of those who have so signally and so gallantly 
performed their duty under very difficult and disadvan- 
tageous circumstances in South Africa 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was read from Mr. Hutcheon, of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Cape Town, acknowledging bis elec- 
tion as an Honorary Associate of the College. 

A letter was read from Prof. W. O. Williams stating 
that at the next meeting of Council he purposed raising 
the question as to whether or not initials of other degrees 
than veterinary degrees or initials of honours from the 
late Queen etc. should or should not be officially recog- 
nised in the Register. 

A letter was also read from Colonel Nunn, in which 
he said: “Tam sorry to have to trouble you about the 
additions in the Register after my name, but I have been 
requested by several members to bring the matter for- 
ward to be argued before the Council. The argument is 
that Barrister-at-Law is a degree’ given by the Inns of 
Court, a Corporation authorised to grant degrees like a 
University. In the Register of 1901 Dr. Fleming is 
shown as LL.D. of Glasgow, an honorary degree in law 
and logic. In the Register of 1902, No. 1449, Vet.- 
Lieut. Hahner is shown as a B.A. of the Royal Univer- 
sity of Ireland, a Degree in Arts. In neither of these 
cases is the qualification or degree a medical one. I 
think the argument will hold water. The qualification 
is not shown in the English Army list, but in the Indian 
quarterly cne it is, under the heading ‘ Officers who have 
been admitted tothe Degree of Barrister-at-Law.’” 

Mr. Stmpson : Are we to gather from that letter that 
there has been an omission in adding the Degree ? 

The Secretary: No, Colonel Nunn has explained 
it to me personally. He says that he should like all the 
initials and titles to be at the end of his name in the 
Register. It was brought before the Committee a short 
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contrary an early manual removal of the afterbirth 


ought to be decidedly vetoed. The regular and com- 


plete loosening of the envelopes above half way of 
their internal union occurs almost never; regularly 
small injuries occur which can be accompanied by 
the most evil results. Already during long and 
troublesome efforts infections notwithstanding the 
most rigid antisepsis are almost unavoidable, The 
cases in which by early manual removal of the after- 
birth recovery is brought aoout are extraordinarily 
uncommon and really form the exception, and on the 
contrary by medical treatment the expulsion of the 


afterbirth is almost always accomplished more quickly |. 


and regularly. At most, copious irrigations of the 
uterus with a weak lysol solution every three hours 
and internal administration of summit. sabine for 
the promotion of after pains are to be recommended. 
It is quite certain that where this method of treat- 
ment does not suffice to effect removal of the mem- 
branes, and where also slight traction on the 
envelopes does not bring about the desired result, 
manual removal remains the most dangerous and un- 
certain method of combating the danger. In such 
severe cases it is always expedient to continue the 
irrigations, and I have had repeated cases of this des- 
c*iption where by this treasment the after birth came 
away on the third or fourth day without the general 
health of the mare suffering in the slightest degree. 
A slight traction on the envelopes inside the vagina 
is advisable and frequently it occurs (especially on 
the second day) that by this procedure the portion 
lying in the uterus follows without any resistance. 
It is of special importance that the portion of the 
envelopes outside the vagina should be rinsed with 
the lysol solution, and the neighbourhood of the 
vagina and thighs thoroughly cleansed. 

Where opportunity occurs it is as well to com- 
mence the injections as soon as possible, and at any 
rate within three hours after parturition ; frequently 
the veterinary surgeon does this 12 hours after or 
even later when putrefactive bacteria have already 
commenced their work. 

Prognosis is always the more favourable the earlier 
the treatment can be commenced. Especially does 
this affect the different evil results from retained 
placente. One of the most dangerous sequel is 
metritis which is noticed very frequently. 

In very many cases metritis is coincident with a 
tardy expulsion of the envelopes on which account I 
have come to the conclusion that a great number of 
cases of metritis are a direct result of a tardy coming 
away of the afterbirth, and of the retention and ab- 
sorption of septic matter from the birth tract. As a 
preventive measure against metritis from tardy ex- 
pulsion of the afterbirth, as well as a thorough disin- 
fection a general blood letting is advisable, especially 
in well nourished strong animals. In all cases of re- 
tained afterbirth anamnesis is of the chief impor- 
tance in judging of the disease. Those cases which 
follow a difficult parturition are self evidently the 
most dangerous, especially if hemorrhages have 
occurred ; in these cases manual removal is invariably 
followed by death, whilst there is still some hope of 
recovery if medical treatment alone is adopted. 

For the rest the general health will be improved, 


and in many cases of retention of the placente wholly 
restored by this treatment where an operative inter- 
ference will bring on the most severe results, and this 
consideration is for the practical veterinary surgeon 
of the most vital importance.—Berliner Thierarzt. 


Woch. 
G. M. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council was held on Thursday the 
3rd inst., for the purpose of electing a President, six vice- 
presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and Registrar, Mr. 
Alexander Lawson, the retiring President, occupying the 
chair. The following members signed the attendance 
book : Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Byrne, Carter, 
Dewar, Dollar, Fraser, Hartley, Locke, Mel McCall, 
M’Fadyean, McKinna, Mason, Mettam, Mulvey, Penber- 
thy, Shave, Shipley, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wartnaby, 
W. O. Williams ; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. A. W. 
Hill (Secretary). 

A letter was received from Mr. A. C. Cope regretting 
his inability to be present. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Triccer: I have very great pleasure in proposing 
the name of a gentleman who, [ believe, will be accept- 
able to the Council generally—lI allude to Professor 
Owen Williams. (Cheers). I believe that the respected 
memory of Professor Williams’ father will ensure the son 
a cordial reception. I think it is also time that the 
Presidency went back to Scotland. Professor Williams 
by his own merits has claims to this position which we 
must heartily recognise. It is not necessary for me to 
occupy the time of the Council by mentioning them, but 
I am sure if you see your way to electing him as Presi- 
dent of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons he will 
do his utmost for the profession and fill the position 
with credit to himself and to the College. 

Mr. HartLey: I have much pleasure in seconding 
that nomination. 

The motion was unanimously carried with acclam- 
ation. 

Mr. Alexander Lawson then vacated the chair, which 
was taken by Professor W. O. Williams amidst ap- 
plause. 

The PrestpENT : Gentlemen, I beg to thank you most 
heartily for the great honour you have dome me in put- 
ting me, a comparatively young man, in the chair. I 
am quite certain that as those of you who were on the 
Council at that time supported my father in the chair, 
22 years ago, you will support me in my endeavours to 
promote the welfare of this profession. It is rather a 
curious coincidence that I happen to be the son of a 
President and succeed the son of a President. It is also 
a great pleasure to me that the Ex-President and my- 
self were pupils of a president and ex-president. I feel 
it a very great honour to be elected, and I thank you 
most sincerely. 

Mr. MULvEy, in moving a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the retiring President, Mr. Lawson, said: He has 
fulfilled the duties of bis otfice to the satification of every 
member of this Council, and we thank him sincerely for 
the work he has done. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Locke: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
proposition. We all know how ably and well Mr. Law- 
son has presided over this Council during the last year, 
to the great satisfaction of all his colleagues. I am sure 
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he feels that he has the good will and good feeling of 
every member of the Council. (Cheers.) _ 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Lawson : [ am very much obliged to Mr. Mulvey 
for his kind remarks, and I can assure you that I have 
done my very best to support the dignity of the chair. 
(Hear, hear.) The last thing I did this morning was 
this. I thought it my duty to go to Bnekingham Palace 
apd to write my name and address in the Visitors Book 
of the King, and I was very pleased to hear he was so 
much better. I thank you for the kind courtesy you 
have shown me, and I[ thank the officials as well and I 
hope the same courtesy will be extended to our new 
President. (Cheers). 


ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Vice-Presidents .— Messrs. Lawson, Simpson, Abson, 
Shave, Barrett, and McCall. 


ELecTION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. Mutvey: Our Treasurer has done so well for us 
in the past that [ have great pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. Wragg be re-appointed. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 


ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 


Mr. Smmpson: I beg to propose that Mr. A. W. Hill 
be re-appointed Registrar and Secretary. Ineed not say 
anything about his fitness for the office because all mem- 
bers of Council have come in contact with him, some 
more than others, and we are in e@ position to judge as 
to his fitness. 


Mr. Lawson : I have very great pleasure in seconding 
that. I have had some experience of Mr. Hill during my 
past year of office and I think we could not have a more 
satisfactory secretary. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. W. Hill): I am very much 
obliged to you, gentlemen, for the honour of my re-elec- 
tion, and I can assure you that I shall always do my 
best to carry out the duties of my office. 


QUARTERLY MEETING oF CoUNCIL. 


The same members were present with the addition of 
Col. Lambert, Cul. Duck, and Mr. Bower. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The SEcRETARY read the Obituary list. 

Mr. TricGer : The list is a long and sad one, but 
there is one name, that of a gentleman who had only 
recently severed his connection with this Corporate body. 
I allude with very great regret to the death of Prof. 
Edgar, of Dartford. He sat on this Council first as 
vice-president and afterwards as member of Council for 
several years, and [ am sure he won the affectionate re- 
gard of every member of the Council. He wasa brilliant 
man, a gentleman, and one who was always found vot- 
ing in the interests of the profession. Iam sure we have 
lost him with every feeling of regret and we have the 
deepest panty with his family in the loss they have 
sustained. I move, therefore, that the sympathy of this 
Council be extended to Prof. Edgar’s family, and that 
the Secretary be instructed to write to Mrs. Edgar com- 
municating to her the sympathy which we feel with her 
in her bereavement. 

Prof. PenBerTHY : I should like to have the sad privi- 
lege of seconding the proposition. I had the good for- 
tune to be a fellow student with the late Prof. Edgar 
and I have been very intimately associated with him ina 
personal sense since that time. I have had the advan- 
tage of his acquaintance at this Council since his elec- 
tion, and I am quite sure it is desirable that we should 


express to Mrs. Edgar the feelings of this Council to- 
wards her husband. His career, as you know, was not 
only of a brilliant character from a professional point of 
view, but the whole of his life formed a lesson which we 
are bound to admire and which must have raised the 
profession in the eyes of the world. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Mason : I think this is a most fitting moment to 
erect in this building some memorial to veterinary sur- 
geons who have died in South Africa. I think some 
notice should be taken of the manner in which our pro- 
fession has come to the front and assisted the Army 
Veterinary Department. I do not think it is necessary 
to refer to the patriotic spirit of many of our colleagues 
who fell in doing their duty, but I think it would be a 
graceful act to erect some simple memorial in this 
building. 

Mr. Byrne: I have very great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition, and I do so with special feeling as the 
yo as of many of those who fell in doing their 

uty. 

Mr. TricGer: The resolution as it stands compels 
this Council to take the matter in hand, but I surmise 
that Mr. Mason proposes to give the profession an oppor- 
tunity of subscribing ? 

Mr. Mason: In my humble opinion the cost would 
not be great and it might come out of the funds of the 
College. It is simply a brass plate with the names of a 
few men upon it. A committee could formulate the 
scheme. 

Mr. TricGer: We might take this as informal until we 
get the report from the committee. 

The resolution was carried, ard a sub-committee con- 
sisting of the President, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Byrne, and 
Mr. Mason were appointed tu consider the form which 
the memorial should take and report to the Council.*~R 

Mr. Byrne: If I might make a suggestion the com- 
mittee should take notice not only of those who have 
died, but of those who have so signally and so gallantly 
performed their duty under very difficult and disadvan- 
tageous circumstances in South Africa 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was read from Mr. Hutcheon, of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Cape Town, acknowledging bis elec- 
tion as an Honorary Associate of the College. 

A letter was read from Prof. W. O. Williams stating 
that at the next meeting of Council he purposed raising 
the question as to whether or not initials of other degrees 
than veterinary degrees or initials of honours from the 
late Queen etc. should or should not be officially recog- 
nised in the Register. 

A letter was also read from Colonel Nunn, in which 
he said: “Tam sorry to have to trouble you about the 
additions in the Register after my name, but I have been 
requested by several members to bring the matter for- 
ward to be argued before the Council. The argument is 
that Barrister-at-Law is a degree’ given by the Inns of 
Court, a Corporation authorised to grant degrees like a 
University. In the Register of 1901 Dr. Fleming is 
shown as LL.D. of Glasgow, an honorary degree in law 
and logic. In the Register of 1902, No. 1449, Vet.- 
Lieut. Hahner is shown as a B.A. of the Royal Univer- 
sity of Ireland, a Degree in Arts. In neither of these 
cases is the qualification or degree a medical one. I 
think the argument will hold water. The qualification 
is not shown in the English Army list, but in the Indian 
quarterly cne it is, under the heading ‘ Officers who have 
been admitted tothe Degree of Barrister-at-Law.’” 

Mr. Stpson : Are we to gather from that letter that 
there has been an omission in adding the Degree ? 

The Secretary: No, Colonel Nunn has explained 
it to me personally. He says that he should like all the 
initials and titles to be at the end of his name in the 
Register. It was brought before the Committee a short 
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- time ago and it was ruled that the Register of Veteri- 


nary Surgeons was not forany particular Degree. 

Mr. Baucreos : I beg to propose that the Secretary be 
instructed to add these Degrees to the name. 

Mr. Mutvey: I second that. 

Prof. Merram : Veterinary-Colonel Nunn has already 
16 letters after his name, and if he is not satisfied 
excepting adding to that number I think the Council 
should agree. 

Mr. Mutvey: It is not only Colonel Nunn, but a 
matter of principle. Our profession is far too modest. 
It hides its light under a bushel, and I certainly think 
that if a member has any claim to degrees of a higher 
kind, or any degrees whatever, he has a right to ask us 
to put them after his name. Degrees granted by the 
medical profession are put after the names of those who 
have obtained them in the Register, and therefore why 
not other degrees ? 

Prof. Penpertuy : I quite agree, but there is no simi- 
larity between a qualifying degree in law and a qualify- 
ing degree in medicine. A degree in veterinary medicine 
is second to human medicine, and | am sure no man 
here will try to attempt to dissociate human from veteri- 
nary medicine. If everyone likes to put down his qualifi- 
cation in our Register which he has obtained either by 
examination or not, I do not know where the thing will 
end. I have no objection to Vet.-Colonel Nunn being 
described as a Barrister-at-Law, because it is most im- 
portant that we should know, aud everybody should know 
that we have Barristers-at-Law in the profession ; but 
why it should be done as a matter of right I do not 
know. 

Col. Lampert : [ think it should be made a question 
of right and should be granted. What is the good of 
our taking positions if we cannot have it recorded. I 
received a most important letter asking me to bring this 
very subject before the Council. We shall never get 
anything if we do not bring forward our honours and de- 
fend them. 

Mr. McKrnna: Our Paper ought to be more of a 
directory, and when we look up a man’s name tabulated 
in a certain alphabetical order we should be able to dis- 
cover what the man is. Our Register is very insuffi- 
cient as it stands. All degrees should be certainly 
noted. 

The Secretary: Would you add that a proof should 
be given to me? 

Mr. Mutvey: That is understood. We cannot put 
anything in on the ipse dixit of any man, 

Prof. SHave: Did Colonel Nunn request in his letter 
that his qualification should be put after his name? I 
did not understand that in the letter he asked for any 
such thing. 

The PRrestpENt : No. 

Prof. Save: Of course Mr. Hill if he had been noti- 
tied would not have refused to put the qualification on 
the Register. 

The Secretary: It was brought before the Com- 
mittee some time ago, and I was told to say that it was 
a Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Mutvey : You have done it in one case and you 
ought todo it in others. 

Prof. Suave: There is no reason why any qualifica- 
tion except that of veterinary surgeons should be put in 
a veterinary Register. 

“1 Wartnapy : Isthere any reason why they should 
not! 

Prof. Suave: It is not usual. This isa Register of 
surgeons. 

rof. PENBERTHY: It isa ister of the De b 
which a man qualifies for the Register. _— 

Prof. SHAVE: Exactly, and a barrister or doctor of 
medicine has nothing whatever to do with it. 

The PrestpENT : Do you make a proposition ? 

Prof. Soave: No, I have no proposition to make. [ 


do not mind at all, but 1 do not know where this thing 
is going to end, and I do not see what good it does. _ 

The PrestpeENT: You would prefer that the title 
should be eliminated ? 

Prof. SHavE: Ido not mind at all. 

The Prestpent : You have two or three yourself. 

Prof. SHAVE: So far as that is concerned it does me 
no good and I do not thiuk it can do anyone any good. 

ol. LAMBERT: Why not ? ; 

Prof. SHave: Because the public do not see these 
things. This Register is sold for half-a-crown to veteri- 
nary surgeons and anyone else who will buy it, but it is 
not worth twopence to anybody else. 

Mr. Carter : It is used in the Courts. : 

Prof. SHAvE: Yes, but only to look up one particular 
man. I shall not move an amendment. If they like it 
let them haveit. The resolution was carried. . 


A letter wis read from Messrs. Horsburgh and Brydon 
with regard to Principal Williams Memorial, in which they 
said “The Trustees appointed for the administration of 
this Memorial Fund had a meeting to-day when they 

reliminarily considered the matter of the portrait of the 
Jate Principal to be presented to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, We are instructed to ask you it 
you think the Council would accept, to be hung in the 
Council Chamber, a half length or kit-cat size portrait, 
in the event of the Trustees not seeing their way, through 
the smallness of the Fund, to provide a full length por- 
trait? There will be another meeting on Wednesday 
next, and we should be obliged if you would be good 
enough to let us hear from you before then.” 

Prof. Dewar: I am one of the Sub-committee of this 
Portrait to the late Professor Williams, and I think it is 
as well to let the Council know that an artist has been 
commissioned to paint a three-quarter size portrait. We 
have no photograph of the late Principal at full length, 
and we find that sume of our artists have a great objection 
to painting full length portraits especially with nothing 
but photographs to guide them. We have consulted the 
best artists in Scotland, including the President of the 
Scottish Academy. It was thought better to take the ' 
— “one we could get, and that was a three-quarter 

ength. 


_The following letter was read from the Borough En- 
gineer of Lambeth: “I begto inform you that a com- 
munication has been received by this Council from the 
London County Council, drawing attention to the spread, 
in the County of London, of the disease, glanders. It is 
suggested that the number of horses attacked has in- 
creased from 1832 in 1898-9 to 1858 in 1901-2. It is 
further stated that in the Borough of St. Pancras it has 
been decided to close, during the prevalence of the 
disease, the cattle troughs under’ the control of that 
Borough Council, and, in lieu thereof, to provide stand- 
pipes at the public troughs so that water can be obtained 
when required: it is also suggested that the use of the 
pants comming fountains is no doubt one of the means 

y which the disease is spread, and that the London 
County Council have advocated the prudence of substi- 
tuting stand posts for drinking troughs. I therefore beg 
to solicit an expression of opinion from your body as to 
the adoption of the action taken by the St. Pancras 
Borough Council as to checking the spread of the disease. 
As | have to report upon the subject to a Committee of 
this Council at their meeting a fortnight hence, any sug- 
gestions you may make will be of great assistance and 
much appreciated, and materially assist at arriving at a 
decision in reference to the matter.” 

r. Mutvey: It has always been the rule of this 
Council to decline to advise on any subject of this kind. 
It appears to me that if that communication had been 
addressed to, say, the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
they might have thought it proper to take up the subject 
and give an opinion. But this Council has carefully 
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 - guarded itself and always declined to advise on the sub- | 
© ject. I move that a courteous reply be sent to the: 


Borough Surveyor informing him that this is not a con- 


© sulting body. 


Mr. LAWSON seconded the motion which was carried. 


A letter was read from the Secretary of the Public 
Health Congress to be held in Exeter acknowledging 
receipt of subscription and asking for names and addresses 
of the delegates, and on the motion of Mr. McKinna, 
seconded by Mr. Simpson, the President was appointed 
to represent the College. 


A letter was read from the War Office dated 25th June 
to the following effect : “ I am directed by the Secretary 
of State for War to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 7th inst. in which you forward representations, from 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
.on the conditions of Service in the Army Veterinary 
Department, and to acquaint you in reply that the matter 
is under consideration, and a further communication will 
be made to you hereafter.” 

Mr. Lawson : If you will allow me to explain, I may say 
that at the Annual Meeting of the profession which was 
held about three weeks ago it was thought desirable, as 
things were very beavers ie a meeting of those members 
who were present should take place to consider the new 
Army Warrant, and I asked every member of the Council 
that I could find, and we had a meeting after the Annual 
Meeting. We then formed a Sub-committee and sug- 
gestions were sent to the War Office as to what it was 
thought should be done in regard tothe New Army War- 
rant and this letter which has been read is the reply. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : There was a resolution proposed 
by Mr. Simpson at the last Council meeting, seconded 
4 myself, and I want to know what was the outcome of 
that. 

Mr. Mason: In supporting the ex-president I think I 
aight go further and say that great pressure was put 
upon him after the meeting. An informal meeting was 
held and I was rather hot on the question that we should 


» form ourselves into a committee at once, because it came 


to our knowledge that a Board was sitting within prac- 
tically a few hours or a few days and that if we allowed 
the time to elapse the Board would consider that the 
warrant was satisfactory to the profession and nothing 
would be done. Great pressure was put upon our ex- 
president to have an informal gathering, and a commit- 
‘tee was formed and went into the matter. It would 
have been much more satisfactory if the question could 
have come before the whole of the Council and there 
would have been greater weight perhaps given to it by 
the powers that be, but they had no knowledge that it 
was an informal meeting and therefore perhaps as much 
awe was exerted on them as if the meeting had been 
eld in a more formal manner. 

Prof. Dewar: As this Council does not know any- 
thing about it might we have the letter read ? 

Mr. Mutvey: I was going to suggest that, but Prof. 
Penberthy has asked a question and | think [ might be 
allowed to reply, As a matter of fact no answer was 
sent to that communication. The only answer was the 
issue of a new Army Warrant which was regarded as 
altogether unsatisfactory, and it was suggested to our 
President that a special meeting of the Council should 
be called. That meeting was called at the annual meet- 
ing and a sub-committee was formed to draft a letter tu 
the Secretary of State for War, and the reply which has 
_Just been read is the answer. I move that the letter 
— was sent to the Secretary of State for War be 
read. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion. 

Prof. PeNBerTHY: I should like to know formally 
from the officials of the Society whether a reply has been 
received to the letter sent in accordance with the propo- 
-Sition at the last meeting / 


SEcrRETARY: We have received no letter in reply 
to that. 

The Secretary then read the following letter which 
was forwarded to the Secretary of State for War to 
which the letter just read was the reply : 

“We, the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, representing our profession, beg again to bring 
before your notice the condition of the Army Veterinary 
Department and the grievances of the officers servin 
init. We would remind you that you were guod enoug 
to receive a deputation from the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons on the 29th June, 1901, and asa resulta 
Royal Warrant for the improvement of the position of 
the Army Veterinary Department officers was promul- 
gated on the 20th March, 1902. The improvements in 
promotion, pay, and pension granted by this Warrant 
are, we regret to have to inform you, considered 
utterly inadequate by the Members of our profession 
and will not help to fill the depleted ranks of the 
Department in which we beg to remind you there are 
about 50 vacancies with no prospect of suitable candi 
dates coming forward. We wish tv point out the follow- 
ing:— (1) The persistent refusal to grant Army rank 
tothe Veterinary Army Department officers who alone 
of any branch of His Majesty’s Service do not enjoy this 
ete 9 (2) The lack of authority in their own 

ospitals and over their own subordinates. (3) The 
appointment of acombatant officer as Inspector of Veteri- 
nary Hospitals in South Africa. (4). The mere fact of 
his being a Veterinary Officer renders him ineligible to 

urchase remounts on his own responsibility although he 
is considered specially qualified to purchase horses in 
civil life. (5) That the same reason prevents his being 
appointed as aide-de-camp to a general officer even when 
his services have been specially asked fur. These dis- 
abilities of our Military brethren we look upon as de- 
grading and calculated to lower our status as a profes- 
sion in the eyes of the public to both our social and 
financial disadvantages. We are of opinion that an 
invidious distinction is made between our graduates and 
those of the medical profession in the Royal Medical 
Corps, and that the periods of service for promotion to 
the ranks of Captain and Major should be the same in 
each. We are of opinion that an adequate retiring 
pension of £355 per annum should be given at 20 years 
service as in the Royal Army Medical Corps and not at 
25 years as at present, which is another invidious distinc- 
tion. Weare of opinion that Executive Officers of over 
25 years service should receive the rank of Lieut.-Colonel, 
and Administrative Officers the rank of Colonel with 
corresponding rates of pay and pension as in the Royal 
— Medical Corps. Also that the Director-General 
should rank as Major-General with the rate of pay and 
pension now drawn by the Deputy Director General of 
the Army Medical Service. We are of opinion that the 
rates of pay given in India are inadequate and should 
be revised, that “charge pay,” “specialist pay,” and 
“study leave” should be given. We pray that these 
present grievances may be rectified at an early date and 
the above concessions granted, as the educational attain- 
ments of our graduates are on a par with those of the 
medical profession, otherwise we have to regret to inform 
you that as the elected guardians of our profession we 
feel we cannot advise the younger members of it to enter 
the Army Veterinary Department. In fact we are of 
— that we should be failing in our duty did we 

so, 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. 
the action of the Sub-Committee was con- 

rmed. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SECRETARY announced that the following presen- 
tations had been made: Photographs of Members of 
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Council, presented by Mr. Lawson ; four Picture Plates 
from Messrs. Colman ; copies of The Veterinarian and 
Veterinary Journal for three months ; “Transport of 
Horses by Sea,” by Veterinary Lieutenant E. E. Martin ; 
“Lectures on Saddlery and Harness,” by Lieutenant 
Colonel J. A. Nunn ; and the Calender of the College of 
Preceptors for 1902. 

On the motion of Mr. Carter, votes of thanks were 
accorded to the donors. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TricGer read the report of the Finance Commit- 
tee, which stated that vouchers and receipts for payment 
during the preceding quarter had been examined and 
passed, and that the quarterly statement of the treasurer 
showed a balance of £134 16s. 7d. The Committee 
further reported that the present liabilities were recom- 
mended to be discharged. 

Mr. moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion, and in doing so said : 
Iam very pleased to point out that last year there is a 
balance of £46 on the year. On our quarterly accounts 
we can never tell in what position we are. I should like 
tu call the attention of the profession to this because a 
good many members have a belief that the College 
finances are very low. It seems to me that £46 is a 
good balance on the working of the College for twelve 
months. 

Prof. PenpertHy: If this bare margin we are told 
of by Mr. Locke be a fact, Iam very pleased ; but quite 
recently we have had to sell out £300 worth of Consols. 
It may be worth while for us to consider ‘whether there 
are any means at our disposal of increasing our income. 
One frequently hears the suggestion that veterinary 
surgeons should be called upon to pay a registration fee 
for keeping their names on the Register, such as obtains 
in the legal profession. Noone has suggested the amount 
of the fee or anything of that kind, but if such a thing 
were possible or agreeable, one could see how a certain 
source of income, which would relieve us from all diffi- 
culties might be obtained. I should like, if I am in 
order, to make a proposition that the powers that be— 
the Privy Council, I presume—should be ccnsulted on 
the matter, first, whether it is pussible to get the power 
to charge a registration fee, and next the means by which 
that power might be obtained. I appreciate very fully 
the difficulties of making anything of the kind retrospec- 
tive, but an Act of Parliament can doanything. I have 
myself great doubts whether it could be done by Charter. 

Mr. Barrett: | entirely dissent from the views which 
have been expressed by Mr. Locke. I do not know if 
Mr. Locke is a member of the Finance Committee, but 
if sb be was not present at the Meeting yesterday when 
it was quite clear from the figures submitted to us that 
during the last two years we have lost perhaps £500, if 
we take into consideration the dividends which have 
been received during that period from Consols. I merely 
mention that because some of you may have been lulled 
into a sense of quietude by the remarks of Mr. Locke. 
We discussed the balance sheet yesterday, and we were 
unanimously of opinion that this College had lost £300 
or £400 in the last two years. I think it is understood 
by the members of the Finance Committee that when 
the Irish examinations are properly instituted and the 
necessary expense bas been incurred, probably the loss 
will be greater still, and therefore, having regard to what 
I have said, I should in every possible way support the 
view expressed by Professor Penberthy. It is very 
desirable indeed that this College should receive more 
funds from some source or other. How we are to get 
them at present [do not know. The matter was dis- 
cussed at the Finance Committee yesterday, and it was 
felt that in regard to aoe | subjects a new Charter was 
required, and perhaps the Council will consider it 
desirable and wise, having regard to our financial position 


to appoint a Committee to consider the question of a new 


Charter, and delegate tu that Committee certain powers 


whereby they would be enabled to consider what steps: 
should be taken to secure the measures that are so 


necessary not only for the financial rehabiliment of this 
College but with regard to other matters which are 
deemed important. 
Mr. Triccer: Mr. Barrett has already called attention 
to Mr. Locke’s rather sanguine view, which I cannot 


endorse at the present time, although we are in a better’ 
pe than I thought we should find ourselves. Mr.. 


ocke has overlooked the fact that the balance we have 
in hand is largely due to our having received in the 
present quarter £60 for Fellowship fees. Without that 
we should be in a different position. 
amount which we cannot rely upon as a source of income. 
The serious point of the position is, this, that we are 


living upon our income—our invested funds and Consols. . 


We are living beyond our means, spending more mone 
than we can afford. 


a Charter at the present time, but I do hope that the 


next Charter obtained will not be a hurried matter, and: 


I think it would be a very desirable thing to form a 
Charter Committee and let them sit for twelve months 


or two years and thoroughly consider what is required, . 


and draft something like a reasonable scheme to lay 
before the Council. 


Mr. Mason: Mr. Barrett and Mr. Trigger have given: 


utterance to what I wished to bring before the Commit- 
tee, and I need say nothing. 


Prof. PENBERTHY: I should like my motion to be- 


specific and not mixed up with any Charter. I thoroughly 


agree that several matters a the pete require - 
y Charter, but I do: 


to be done, and can only be done 
not think we are at all sure that we can gain the point 
we wish by Charter. 
that we may get what we want by Act of Parliament. I! 
should not like this question which I have brought for- 

ward to be considered by any Committee who would never 
arrive at an} conclusions on its deliberations for a long: 

riod. I will take Mr. Barratt’s word for it that we are 

In rather serious financial circumstances, and if a regis- 

tration fee is feasible and acceptable to the profession 

and we can get it done, our finances will be improved, I: 
should like in the first place to have it settled whether it 

is possible, and then we can settle what to do. 

Mr. Barrett: By what body would Professor Pen- 
berthy like the matter settled ? 

Prof. PENBERTHY : The Privy Council would do it. 

Mr. Barrett : But some Committee must be appointed 
to draft the procedure and so on. 

The Soricrror : With regard to the question of the 
registration fee, I think I am quite clear that it could: 
not be done by Charter. The question is if you have a 
registration fee, how are you going to enforce it. If it is 
simply by Charter we might have in a of number cases a 
fee of a guinea, because [ do not suppose the profession 
can pay any more. [f we do not gain it we are put to a 
lot of expense. It is quite certain that no Charter will! 
give us the power the solicitors have, because a solicitor 
pays £30 for his annual certificate and pays the stamp 
duty. Unless he does he cannot recover his fees, and he 
is subject to a penalty. Unless you put the same powers. 


on to the veterinary surgeons, a mere Charter would be 


in my opinion of nouse. At the present time you have 
only power to strike a man off the list or to deprive him 
of registration under Section 6 of the Act ; that is to say 
he must have been guilty and convicted of some crime,. 
or he must be guilty of conduct disgraceful in a profes- 
sional respect, or he must be taken off by his own hand. 
ou cannot take him off for anything else. The law 
officers would never allow a Charter to pass such as has 
n proposed, and even if they did it would be of no 
use. What you must have is a fresh Act of Parliament.. 


That is a varying: 


I endorse all that has been said, . 
and I believe we shall havea very small chance of getting. 


The Privy Council may tell us- 


4 
y 
q 
| 

| 

4 

x ¥ 
| 
a 

4 


mi 


ah 


Fuly 12, tgo2 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 21 


‘Whether you could get it in the face of the opposition 
_you might have from a great number of the profession is 


another matter. If you are going tv embark upon this 
ou must make up your minds that you are going to 
en a pretty hard fight, and pay a good lot cf money. 
I am sorry to be a pessimist, but I wish to point out to 
you what your position will be. 
Prof. M’FapyEaN: would like to remark—and 


-. confess I am a novice in all that relates to financial mat- 


ters, and that may be the reason of my inability to 
understand why a body should reckon the dividends on 
invested funds as part of its income—Mr. Locke’s state- 
ment has not been destroyed in my mind by anything 
that has been said. The fact remains that on the whole 
year’s proceedings we have a balance, and if anybody 
says we ought not to reckon the dividends on our inves- 
ted funds as part of our income [ should like to ask him 
for what purpose he thinks the College has accumulated 
its funds, and to what purposes are they to be applied ? 
Therefore, some of the previous speakers are taking an 
unduly pessimistic view of the future. [think it is a 
fact that there is an increase in the entrants at all the 
veterinary colleges, or the majority of them, at any rate, 
and I think it is easy to hope that the Council has 
really passed the worst with regard to the financial 


- situation. 


Prof. Suave: I should like to ask whether it would 
not be possible to raise the Registration fee from a 


guinea ? 


The Secretary : It is fixed by the bye-law. 

Prof. SHAVE: If it were raised to £5 it might meet the 
difficulty. 

The report of the Finance Committee was adopted. 

Prof. Dewar: Might I ask whether a Special Com- 
mittee was not appointed to consider the finances of this 
College! Has it ever reported ? 

The Secretary: It reported some time ago. 

Mr. Lawson : It reported many times. 

The PresipENt: Does Prof. Penberthy accept the 


Opinion of the solicitor ? 


Prof. PENBERTHY: I think there is a great deal of 
reason in what the solicicor has said, but [ think it is 
possible we might gain sume information. 

Mr. Barrerr: Would Prof. Penberthy accept this 
suggestion “ That this Council make a recommendation 
to the Finance Committee to consider this question and 
other subjects.” The Finance Committee can deal with 
this matter. 

Mr. Wartnasy: I will second that because I think 
this will raise a storm amongst the poorer members of 
the profession. 

Mr. Barrett's motion was carried. 

Mr. TricGeR : A report of the Special Finance Com- 
mittee was made to this Council on the 11th January, 


1901, 


Prof. Dewar: We have it from Mr. Locke that we 
have during the last year £46 to the good, but we have 
it from Mr. Barrett that there is a loss of £500, and from 
Mr. Trigger that we had a loss of about the same. Where 
are we? [wish to know whether our inccme is balan- 


cing our expenditure. If we are £46 tothe good we have 


reason to congratulate ourselves. 

Mr. Locke: On this balance sheet we made last year 
£46, and we cannot get out of that. There may have 
been a loss the year before. 

Prof. M’FapYEAN : On the balances of previous years 
= — £7,000. There is no getting away from 

at. 

Prof Suave: May I ask whether it is true that 
within the !ast two years we have sold £300 of consols ? 

Mr. BARRETT: Quite true. May [ ask if it is not a 
fact that during the past two years we have spent about 
£400 of dividends received from consols—where has 
that gone to unless it has been lost ? 

Mr. Mutvey: No one disputes it. 


The Prestpent : I do not think the members of the 
Finance Committee can ask questions in connectivn 
with finance. These questions ought to b2 decided in 
Committee amongst themselves, and then the Commit- 
tee could report to us. 

Mr. Locke: I, as a Member of that Committee, make 
a report to the effect that [ have stated. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Simpson read the report, which stated that appli- 
cations for restoration of names to the Register were rv- 
ceived from Messrs. M. H. Andrews, A. G. Leaney, and 
C. E. Norgate, which had been removed in accordance 
with Section 5, Sub-section 4. Satisfactory evidenc? 
having been given in each instance, the Committeee 
recommended the restoration of all three names. The 
Committee reported that satisfactory undertakings hid 
been received in several cases, one case struck out of 
the list, and in another the Solicitor could not recom- 
mend any action being taken. In another case the 
Solicitor had reported that he had seen a Member of 
the College against whom a complaint was made for 
advertising, and had found that the advertisement was 
not issued with his authority, and thata letter repudia- 
ting it had been published in the paper in which it was 
issued. The Committee considered the explanation 
quite satisfactory. The Committee also reported that it 
had considered several new cases, and recommended cer- 
tain prosecutions. 

Mr. Simpson moved, Mr. MuLvey seconded, the re- 
port be received and the Seal of the Council affixed to 
certain prosecutions. 

Mr. Simpson moved that the report of the Registra- 
tion Committee be adopted. Mr. Mutvey seconded. 

Mr. Triacer: Arising out of the report of the Regis- 
tration Committee, [ beg to bring forward a matter of 
which I gave notice to the Committee yesterday. It is 
one upon which I know there is a difference of opinion, 
and that my opinion does not coincide with the opinions 
of members of the Registration Committee, whose opinions 
[ value very highly. But I venture to think it is one I 
might very well bring before the Council and take the 
opinion of the Council upon it as an instruction to the 
Registration Committee—I allude to the question of 
taking no notice whatever of anonymous communications 
sent to the Registration Committee. I cannot see my- 
self any necessity for anonymous communication. Any 
member of the professiun sending a complaint should be 
fully aware that the complaint, if it comes in his own 
name, is quite private, and is not even read out unless 
asked for in the Committee Room, and there is no fear 
of the name being divulged. 

Mr. Fraser: I am sorry to interrupt Mr. Trigger, 
but there has been no notice given of this motion. I 
think we ought to adhere to the Agenda. 

The PRestpENT: The Registration Committee’s_re- 
port is now being discussed. 

Mr. Fraser: A notice tothe Registration Committee 
is not a notice to the Council. 

Mr. Dotiar: L submit very respectfully to the Chair 
that this business arises out of the report of the Regis- 
tration Committee. It was referred to and more or less 
by consent was left over from the Registration Com- 
mittee yesterday in order that it might be publicly dis- 
cussed to-day. 

Mr. Fraser: To what portion of the report does Mr. 
Dollar refer? There is nothing in the report ? 

Mr. Dottar: The report that has been read to us. 
The question arose during the consideration of one of 
the cases which have been mentioned. 

Mr. Fraser: There is not a word in the report 
about it. 

Mr. Dottar: There is a reference to the case in 
which the question arose. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the matter was in order. 
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Mr. Triccer : I venture to think if a member of the 
profession sees a case in his own district or some other 
district of an offence against the standard which we 
demand, if he does not care tosend it to the R.C.V.S. it 
is quite easy to obtain a list of the members of the 
Registration Committee and send it to any member of 
that Committee, and if it was thought there was a 
case, the member would send it to the Secretary with a 
member of the Registration Committee’s name upon it 
as a complainant, in which case that member of the 
Committee would not adjudicate. This is a little safe- 
guard against many of the ridiculous cases orought before 
us without any shadow of foundation. 1 utterly fail to 
see that there is any good to be gained by taking notice 
of anonymous communications, and I think it is op- 
posed to what we all consider to be the best interest 
of English traditions, and absolutely opposed to what 
is fair. If a complaint comes before us it should be 
backed by the name of some one who is responsible 
for bringing it before the Registration Committee. I 
therefore beg to move that it be an instruction from this 
Council to the Registration Committee to take no notice 
of anonymous communications. 

Mr. Dottar: I have great pleasure in rising to second 
the proposition of Mr. Trigger, 1 think myself there is 
some cause for suspecting occasionally that the Registra- 
tion Committee is inclined to look upon an accused man 
as a guilty man, and [ cannot help fancying that the con- 
sideration of anonymous accusations lends some weight 
to that view. 

Mr. Mutvey: Are you speaking for yourself or are 
you accusing anyone in particular ? 

Mr. Dotuar : I am not accusing anyone in particular. 
If [ did I must name the person. I express my own 
opinions. I cannot express those of other people. 

Mr. Mutvey: You have no right to insult any indi- 
vidual member of the committee. 

Mr. Dottar: [ am not trying to insult any member, I 
am stating my opinion. 

Mr. Mutvey: You are stating a lie. 

Mr. Dotuar : Did the remark of this gentleman come 
to the ears of the Char, sir ? 

The Prestpent: I did not hear any special remark, [ 
heard a mutter which [ did not understand. 

Mr. Dottar: Which [ suppose the Chair considers 
unworthy of observation. However, there are other and 
stronger grounds in my oyinion for refusing to consider 
anonymous communications. In the first place if the 
person who makes the complaint is really afraid that 
ag consequences of a painful nature might accrue to 

im, he may rest perfectly assured that his name does 
notin the ordinary course of events travel beyond the 
knowledge of the Registration Committee. I think that 
even those who differ from me will agree with that 
remark, and will agree with the fact that the strictest 
secrecy is always observed in these matters. But in 
addition to that I would like to point out that there are 
two classes of complaints ; there are complaints which 
are justified and complaints which are unjustified. The 
complaints which are justified should carry the name of 
their originator, because he has claimed that he is per- 
forming a service to his profession. He is doing some- 
thing for which, even though his name is revealed, he 
deserves our thanks, and for which I believe he would 
receive the thanks of the great bulk of the profession 
but in regard to the other complaints—I am very sorry 
to say we have had more than one example of them be- 
fore the Registration Committee—complaints in which 
either the case is of a trumpery description or in which 
the evidence is not of a fair character, or in which it is 
distinctly misleading, or even manufactured—I think we 
should insist on knowing from whence it originated be- 
fore taking any steps in regard tc it. The view has been 
put forward that we are here simply to collect evidence 
and utilise it, but Ido not think thatisso. I think the 


adoption of that view places us in the position of be- 
ing a prosecuting body, and it is essential if the Registra- 


‘tion Committee is to occupy the position in the estima- 
tion of the profession which is its right, and to wield the 


authority which I should like to see it wield, that its 
proceedings should be of a judicial character, and it 
should receive the support of every member of the pro- 
fession. Unfortunately we have not been without evi- 
dence that malicious charges are made at times—mali- 
cious charges of an exceedingly difficult character to de- 
tect, charges which have certainly drawn the Registra- 


tion Committee into a false position, and charges which 


would never have been taken up or acted upon by the 
Registration Committee had not it been for this unfortu- 
nate tendency to consider cases which were not authen- 


ticated by the name and address of their sender. ‘The 


Registration Committee has suffered in the general esti- 
mation of the profession as a consequence of such cases,. 
and members of the profession have also suffered in 
their reputation, and suffered mentally, suffered moral 
degradation, and suffered from a financial point of view. 
That is a matter which I think even the members of the 
Registration Committee who differ from me on other 
points will agree with me in deprecating, and it is a 
matter which can be easily disposed of if the motion 
which is brought forward by Mr. Trigger is adopted here 
to-day. There need be no fear that by so doing we shall 
encourage any overt act on the part of members of the 
profession. It is undoubted that ifany member of the 
profession is really offending against his fellows to any 
serious extent there would never be a time when mem- 
bers would not, either from a sense of public spirit or 
from a sense of justice, be prepared to come forward, even: 
though it were at some inconvenience, and draw atten- 
tioa to such improper acts. If that motive were want- 
ing there would be quite sufficient safeguard in the pri- 
vate teeling of practitioners whose rights had been out- 
raged to secure properly authenticated complaints. For 
all these reasons, and also because in all judicial bodics 
throughout the Kingdom—and in fact in all bodies of 
Englishmen exercising judicial functions of any descrip- 
tion—it has been hitherto recognised as essential that 
there should be a visible prosecutor, and that no body 
— undertake the dual capacity of prosecutor and 
judge. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: I have no desire to support or en- 
courage anonymous communications of any kind, but 
surely we cannot deny the value of even anonymous 
communications. I would remind you that if a person’ 
knocks at your front door and says that there was a 
burglar at your back door even if he did not give 
his card his information would be none the less 
valuable. 

Mr. Dotiar: He might break into your house whilz 
you were gone round the corner. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: As regards the jurisdiction m this 
country, I regard this Council as a Court of Enquiry, not 
exercising judicial functions which would put the com- 
plainant and defendant into the position in which they 
are put in the ordinary courts of law. What do we see 
in our police courts every day : Constable Jones took 
a oath—“ From information I received I went to so 
and so”— 

_ Mr. Triccer : [ rise to a point of order. The constable 
is entitled to give his informant’s name. 

The Presmpent: I am afraid we cannot discuss the 
evidence given in police courts. 

_ Mr. Barrerr: Professor Penberthy is surely justified 
In giving a parallel case to one which & intends to argue. 


Prof. PENBERTHY : In face of the ruling of the Presi- 
dent, I will not go any further into that matter. You all 
understand how information is given in judicial courts. 
What difference can it make if we have the knowledge ? 
We have come here to sift the evidence which is before 
us, and what difference can it make to that evidence, if 
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-we sift it properly, as to who sends it, or as to whether it 
is sent anonymously. I do not want to appeal to your 
.common sense further than that. If we are in possession 
of evidence saying that a member of the profession has 
been doing unprofessional acts—-it dves not matter how 
it comes to us—if we do not act upon it by making an 
-enquiry into it, then we are doing wrong. 

Mr. Barrett : I desire very briefly to express my view 
in regard to this matter. It was noticeable at the meet- 
ing yesterday that a considerable amount of heat and 

rsonal feeling was brought into the discussion. (Mr. 

OLLAR: Oh dear no.) (Mr. Mutvey: Oh dear yes.) 

Mr. Barrett: There you are, you see! I think it is 
much to be regretted that these matters which appertain 
to the Registration Committee cannot be conducted 
wisely and patiently and judicially. We are often re- 
«minded that this Committee excercises judicial functions, 
-but those who sit upon it I think seldom show judicial 

tience or judicial wisdom. (“ Oh, oh.”) (Mr. Doar : 

ear, 

Mr. Barretr: Surely this is not a personal remark. 
My remark appertains to the Committee as a whole. 
(“Ob, oh.”) From the interruptions which proceeded 
across the table just now it must be apparent that yester- 
day at any rate there were differences of opinion, and [ 
think I am justified in saying that these differences of 
opinion were at any rate rather loudly and forcibly ex 
pressed. I will not go farther than that. To my mind 
this question is one of little importance after all. Some- 
times I think we waste a lot of time in quibbling over 
matters which do not really appertain to the well-being 
of the profession, nor are they objects which materially 
further the objects we have in view. Is it a matter of 
any real consequence whether the actual informant sends 
his name or whether he dues not? I can quite appreci- 
ate the position which Mr. Trigger takes up. I differ 
‘from him. I recognise at once, of course, that his opinion 
upon this subject, as on all others, is honest and straight- 
‘forward. He seems to regard it as of much importance 
that the man who sends this information should give his 
name. I donot. I agree with what has fallen from 
Professor Penberthy that we are not here to consider 
from whom the information comes, but we are here to 
-consider the evidence brought before us. It is upon that 
evidence and upon that evidence alone that our judg- 
ment should be given. It is sometimes objectionable 
that the name of the informant should be given to the 
Committee. (Hear, hear.) There are some of us who 
sit on this Committee that at times are inclined to be 
influenced against a man when his informant isa man of 
high position in the profession. There are others of us— 
‘I may be one—who may be inclined to crush a man when 
he is down, and when he needs, perhaps, our sympathy 
and support. (“No, No.”) We had an instance yester- 
day where an exceptional course was taken because a 
‘man occupied an exceptional position in the profession. 

(A Member: You must not say that.) 

Prof. M’Fapyean: | think this is really a point of 
order. 1 think it is one of the most serious charges ever 
‘made against a Registration Committee, and I think 
that the speaker should be called upon to quote the case. 

‘The PRESIDENT: You must either quote the case or 
‘withdraw the statement. 

Mr. Barrett : I am not quoting any case. 

The Prestpent : You make a specific charge against 
Committee. 

Mr. Barrett: I have mentioned no names. 

The PresipENT: Please quote the case or withdraw 
the remark. 

Mr. Barrett : I do not think I should quote the case. 
iL will proceed with my argument on a further point. 

The Presipent : You withdraw the statement ? 

Mr. Barrett: I cannot withdraw what is true. (“Ob, 
-oh”) I hope you will not press me. 

The PresipENT : Then quote the case. 
Mr. Barrett : I do not see why I should quote the case. 


| The Prestpent : Then I cannot hear you any further. 

Mr. Barrett: Then I will proceed with my next line 
of argument. What is Mr. Trigner’s suggestion? His 
suggestion is that any member who desires to give infor- 
mation with respect to another can send that intormation, 
not to the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. but to some member 
of this Committee, and he bases his argument upoa the 
assumption that some member of this Registration Com- 
mittee is prepared to sign his name. I[ do not know 
whether he should argue on those lines. I heard one 
gentleman say yesterday, and I quite agree with him, 
that under no circumstances would he be a party to 
signing his name toa document the contents of which 
had come from someone else and as to which he knew 
nothing. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Decaan : I quite agree with that. 

Mr. BARRETT : How is Mr. Trigger’s argument going 
to work out? Some honest man in the country may 
have a real grievance against his neighbour, but he does 
not want to show his animosity— although bis neighbour 
may be doing something of the vilest description—is he 
to be compelled in order to convey his information to the 
Committee to give his name tous’? Why should he? 

Mr. Dotxar : He is doing a public service. 

Mr. Barrett: Mr. Dollar says he is doing a public 
service. Mr. Dollar argued yesterday that if the infor- 
mation was not found correct and the man was acquitted, 
an action for damages would lie against the informant. 
Why should the informant run that risk? Are you going 
to ask Lim todo it? If you du I think you willact very 
unwisely. Many of the communications addressed to 
this committee are bona fide and honestly given. Why 
should we despise the evidence brought before us because 
forsooth somebody has thought fit not to give his name ? 
I was very much surprised to hear one expression which 
fell from Mr. Trigger. He desires that this resolution 
should apply to members of the R.C.V.S. only. I cannot 
understand him. If a man is a member of the R.C.V.S. 
then we shall not consider anonymous communications. 
If he is a mere registered practitioner, perhaps quite as 
honest, perhaps quite as quite as 
clever, and perhaps quite as rich, if forsooth he has not a 
diploma, then from whoever the information comes we 
will consider it. Is that fair? Is that the resolution you 
are going to adopt tu-day? I hope I have not said any- 
thing derogatory to the Registration Committee. [I re- 
cognise that this committee exercises high and judicial 
functions, but I do recognise that the minds of the com- 
mittee have not been necessarily trained judicially, and 
that we quite honestly and honourably, without any 
intention, do things sometimes which are unwise, and 
which ought not to be done. Sometimes in our ignor- 
ance, perhaps in the peculiar constitution of our bedy, 
thing are done which had better not be done, but on the 
whole I do not agree with Mr. Dollar when he says that 
a man is regarded as guilty if he isaccused. That is not 
so. We do the best we can according to our circum- 
stances, and information, and position, and men for the 
most part do get a fair trial. Our desire is always to 
acquit them if we possibly can. 

rof. McFapyEANn: I am very reluctant to add_a sin- 
gle word to this debate, which I fancy is becoming some- 
what wearisome to most members of the Council, but in 
common with others present, | suppose I shall be 
comer 4 asked to vote on one side or the other, and 

fore that comes I should like to be allowed to ask a 
question. I do not know whether it has struck any other 
member of Council that the word anonymous as used in 
this proposal stands in need of a definition. I should 
like to ask Mr. Trigger, as the proposer of the resolution, 
whether in his view if the Registration Committee had 
sent to it a copy of a newspaper without any indication 
as to who had sent it, gy an advertisement flag- 
rantly doing violence to the bye-law with which we are all 


acquainted, the Registration Committee would, because 
there was no information as to where the paper came 
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from, take no action on it? Suppose for a moment It Is 
The Times newspaper or any provincial newspaper. If 
Mr. Trigger’s answer to that question Is In the affirma- 
tive, it appears to me his proposal is very absurd, and 
that it is very undesirable to tie the hands of the Regis- 
tration Committee in the way suggested. : 

Mr. Byrne: Asa member of the Registration Com- 
mittee I should not like to vote on the matter now before 
the Council without explaining why it is that I intend 
to vote against the’ proposal of Mr. Trigger. I think 
even if the action of the Council or of the Registration 
Committee involved a certain amount of injustice to any 
member of the profession, the larger rights and the pro- 
tection of the privileges of the members of the profession 
should influence pecple rather than a possible injury to 
any single member of the profession. I do not know 
that the members of the Council are aware of what takes 

lace here. Complaint is laid before the Registration 

ommittee. As I understand it, when the Secretary 
receives a cOumunication bringing a charge against a 
member of the profession he communicates with that 
member of the profession and states that complaint has 
been made against him and invites him, if he so desires, 
to appear himself or to send a communication which 
will be laid before the next meeting of the Committee. 

Mr. TriccER: I must correct that. I think you will 
find that the Secretary does not write to the accused if 
the communication is anonymous. ” 

The Secretary: That is exactly the point that should 
be decided upon, because if an anonymous communication 
be received [ cannot, as a rule, say it isa trivial one, and 
I cannot lodge a complaint. Therefore I give no notice 
to the man, but if 1 consider it is a genuine case and one 
to trouble the Committee with, I bring it before the 
Committee and say that I have not acknowledged it be- 
cause I have not thought it desirable. In all cases it is 
my duty tu give notice to the party complained of. 

Mr. Byrne: Do I understand that the duty of the 
Secretary is to communicate with the person against 
whom the complaint is being lodged, to invite him to lay 
before the Registration Committee any observations he 
wishes to make or to invite him to appear before the 
Coramittee if he so desires? Mr. MuLvey : That is so. 

Mr, Byrne: I imagine the function of the Registration 
Committee is to preserve the honour and good name of 
the members of the profession. I consider it the ab- 
solute and imperative duty of every member of the 
Registration Committee to consider, no matter from what 
source it may come, any complaint of misconduct or dis- 
honour against any member of the profession. It would 
be a lamentable thing if it were alleged against the 
Registration Committee that to anybody’s dishonour or 
injury they proceeded with a charge which was trivial, 
badly founded, or founded on malice or professional 
jealousy. Ido not see how the proposal of Mr. Trigger 
will prevent that. I certainly do think it is the duty of 
the Committee to investigate any charge, no matter from 
what source it comes, in order to protect the general in- 
terests of the profession. If the protection of the general 
interests of the profession involve an occasional possible 
injury to any one man, I would certainly say you are en- 
titled to do that, but I cannot see how anyone would be 
injured under the circumstances, and therefore [ intend 
to vote against Mr. Trigger. 

Mr. Bannam: I think myself that any person layin 
a charge should give his name to the Committee. I wel 
remember one case in particular where the informant’s 
name was not given and the defendant was let off. In 
fact they had no charge against him. If he had known 
the person who had informed against him he could have 
brought an action, as Mr. Barrett has said. But he had 
no opportunity. You did not tell him who his informant 
was. In the case of a newspaper, I think the news per 
is quite good enough. It does not matter who ae the 


newspaper. That is quite another thing from a person 


informing against another person. Where that takes: 
place I think no ay communications of that kind’ 


should be considered by the Committee. : 

Mr. TriccEr : I should consider a newspaper as evi- 
dence, but a cutting from a newspaper, which we con- 
stantly get, I do not consider as evidence. 


The SoxiciTor : With regard to the word “anonymous” 


a distinction has been always made by the Registraticn 


Committee between communications. If a man, for 


instance, were to write us a letter accusing a member of 
improper conduct and did not sign it, that letter would 
go into the wastepaper basket. (Hear, hear). On the 
other hand if he sent printed matter which on its face 


hada prima facie look of authenticity, that would be 


enquired into. That is the distinction which has been 


made up to the present time. (Mr. Mutvey : That is so.)- 


Mr. BanuaM : [hope that the Registration Committee 
will in future enquire, as they have in one case been 


asked to do, and when the case was tried they had not. 


the information they were asked to have ready for them. 
It is only right to the accused. _ [ 
Prof. Dewar: I have practised in a country place 


myself and I know that in small towns it is most unfair 
for this Council to ask the name of one practitioner who. 


is sending up billheads and other things. Weall know 


the feeling there is as to fair play in this country, and if 


it goes out to the district that such a one is doing any- 


thing it is put down as a piece of personal spite. This. 


Council is here rather to protect the profession than to 
throw the onus on a single individual. I would not like 
the statement which fell from Mr. Barrett to pass with- 
out question. I am a member of the Registration Com- 


mittee, arid as far as 1 am personally concerned I take- 


exception to Mr. Barrett’s statement. I certainly was 


not influenced by the position of anyone who came: 


before that Committee or any single name. — 
Mr. Barretr: May I rise to say that I am not im- 


puting misconduct to Prof. Dewar or any other member’ 


of the Committee. I merely pointed out in my speech 


that a certain irregularity had occurred which was to be: 


regretted. 


The report was adopted. Mr. Trigger’s motion was put. 


to the meeting and lost, 7 voting for, and 18 against. 


The PRESIDENT : It is the decision of this Council that. 


communications of any description be now received by 
the Registration Committee. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 
Roya. Cou.. OF VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE ARMY. 
In the House of Commons, on July 10th. 


Capt. Norton (Newington, W.): I beg to ask the: 


Secretary of State for War whether it has been brought 


to his notice that the Council of the Royal College of 


Veterinary Surgeons have determined, unless certain. 
concessions are made in the new warrant for the Army’ 
Veterinary Department, to advise their graduates not to 


enter the Army ; and whether, in view of the fact that. 


every veterinary medical society in the United Kingdom. 
has passed a similar resolution, and that for some years 
the supply of candidates for the Army Veterinary De- 
partment has been insufficient, he will give consideration 
to the suggestions of these veterinary societies. 

Mr. Broprick : Yes, sir. I have received a letter to 
this effect from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and the President has been informed that the questions 
involved are under consideration, but I cannot promise 
that the concessions demanded can all be made. 

Capt. Norton : Will the right. hon. Gentleman care- 
fully consider the question of the Army rank—which is: 
the main question ? 

Mr. Broprick : Yes, but consideration has been given 


to it before and it has not been found - . 
the concession. ound practicable to grant 
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